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Importance of MPAs

An MPA is defined as: “a clearly 
defined geographical space, 
recognized, dedicated, and managed, 
through legal or other effective 
means, to achieve the long-term 
conservation of nature with 
associated ecosystem services and 
cultural values.”

What is Protected?
Ecologically significant 
ecosystems, habitats, 
processes, and taxa: 
mangroves, shallow coral reefs, 
seagrasses, deep coral reefs
What is allowed?
Multiple uses
Some prohibit extraction of 
living resources
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MPAs in the CFMC 
jurisdiction
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MPAs in Puerto Rico
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MPAs in the USVI Virgin Islands
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St. Croix

St. Thomas 
St. John



How many 
MPAs do you 
know in your 
area?...
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Stakeholders 
participation

• Social, cultural and economic aspects.
• Contribute their traditional and local 

ecological knowledge of the marine 
ecosystems in the MPA and the historical 
relationships with the area.
• Identify and promote the community 

responsibilities for effective MPA 
management: prohibitions, closed seasons, 
etc.

2/9/22 Alida Ortiz Sotomayor  OEAP 7



Who are the 
Stakeholders?

WE ARE ALL STAKEHOLDERS
Fishing community
Educators
Business
Consumers
Planners
Government agencies/Federal - Territorial
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Stakeholders 
Participation

Education
• Integrate scientific data on MPAs to ALL 

curricular content: social sciences, 
geography, natural sciences, art and 
environmental studies.

. Resources for community education
• Integration of fishers in management

decissions.
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Outreach & Education Communication
Strategies

Vol. 11 Num. 1 2014
UPR Sea Grant
Áreas Marinas 
Protegidas
•Reserva Marina Isla de 
Desecheo
•Reserva Marina Tres Palmas
•Un acercamiento
bibliográfico a las áreas
marinas protegidas (Parte I)
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NB4emN7tiWuszZNtrOC5GjZu7RzBDuN7
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St. Thomas/St. John MPAs outreach strategies requested by the
fishers to inform tourists.

Tourism

Local

4 pages Fact sheet
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All MPAs should be adequately identified with pertinent
information for the users: consumers, fishers and tourists



Questions?
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For more information:
www.caribbeancfmc.com

alida1ortiz.cfmc@Gmail.com

Reserva Natural La Parguera, Lajas, Puerto Rico

http://www.caribbeancfmc.com/

